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Abstract: In risk studies such as safety and disaster reduction scholars have many debates on understanding

1s constructivism.

risk. Understanding these debates requires a higher level of risk metatheory to explore risk theory. Risks with two
different characteristics as virtual risk and real risk are elaborated. Ontology studies the atiributes of risk reality

and realism and constructivismare both embodied in ontology
and epistemology. There are four possible combinations according to different ontological and epistemological attrib—
utes. The continuum theory of risk theory is put forward. On the two levels of ontology and epistemology risk cog—

nition is understood as the distribution zone of continuous change. One end of the theory is realism the other end
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